[image: image1.jpg]INTERNATIONALLY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

CATHERINE DUNNE





The Years that Followed
By Catherine Dunne
Discussion Questions

1. Calista and Pilar come from very different backgrounds. Calista grew up with all the comforts of affluence; Pilar with all the challenges of poverty. In what ways has Calista’s wealth influenced the choices she makes as a young woman? And how has poverty helped shape Pilar’s world?

2. This novel's inspiration is the ancient story of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra. In Clytemnestra's time, women’s voices were rarely heard in public. Her modern counterpart, Calista, imposes a similar kind of silence on herself, particularly regarding the difficulties in her relationship with Alexandros when he turns violent. How is this tradition of female silence dealt with in the novel? 

3. Calista begins to find her voice eventually through her own independent work. How significant is the notion of work and economic independence for both Calista and Pilar?

4. Calista hears about the new movement in California for women’s liberation in the 1970’s. Discuss how her life differs from the life of a twenty-something young woman in 2016?

5. Pilar, on the other hand, knows nothing about the movement for women’s liberation. She strikes out for her own freedom in different ways. How does she achieve her goals? What makes her life so different from Calista’s?

6. Maroulla and Petros are both products of their upper-class, privileged existence. How does their behaviour help to perpetuate the values of their social class?

7. Alexandros is a violent man and Calista suffers extreme domestic abuse. What do you understand about the dynamic of domestic violence as illustrated by their relationship? Why does Calista feel that she is somehow to blame? What often traps women in such relationships, making them stay much longer than they should?

8. Motherhood is a central theme in the novel. How powerful a motivating force is motherhood in Calista’s search for revenge? And what is your view of the other mothers in the novel – specifically María Luisa and Maroulla?

9. Discuss how Calista and Pilar are linked? What similarities did you see in their very different lives? How are their choices comparable? How are their choices different?

10. Pilar performs the function of the Greek Chorus in this novel. In what ways might her life be seen as a commentary on the fate of Calista?
